
 

 

From Bibliographic to Contextual:                
Navigating the Google Books Dataset for             

Digital Humanities Research 
 

Devin Higgins*, Lucas Mak**, Shawn Nicholson***,                                                                   

Aaron Collie****, Thomas Padilla*****, Nathan Collins****** 

 

Abstract 

Michigan State University Libraries (MSUL) recently acquired over 3 million 
volumes of public domain books, digitized by Google and expressed as full-text files, 
for the purpose of supporting MSU faculty in non-consumptive research. The Google 
Dataset (GDS) represents an enormous trove of data and text, ripe for use in a wide 
range of digital projects. Acquiring the text and securing its use for text mining 
research was a primary accomplishment that paves the way for the more local project 
of promoting the dataset around Michigan State University. As interest in text mining 
spreads to new communities of interest, a more diverse range of research questions 
will occur as potential use cases. Leveraging the potential of linked open data to build 
pathways to address these questions with the dataset will ensure that accessing data of 
the proper scale and content will be less of an obstacle to deriving meaningful insights. 
This paper will share details relating to the acquisition of the dataset and the legal 
climate surrounding it; methods used and results obtained in building an application to 
implement searching and sub-setting the full-text files; promotion of, and potential use 
cases for, the dataset on campus; and initial steps taken in building linked data 
functionality. 
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