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Mapping-and-Writing : Mapping and Map Use in
Tan-Hsin Archives

Sen-hao Yang~™ Jinn-guey Lay”~

The Tan-Hsin Archives (THA) is the administrative and judicatory files in
northern Taiwan during Qing Dynasty’s ruling. Compiled by the Tansui
subprefercture and Hsinchu county government, the period of THA is between
1789-1895. In THA, cases with maps are 68 in total, containing 3 official cadastral
atlas and 153 single maps. Maps in THA are 182 in total.

The purpose of this study is to explore the differential mapping paradigms in
THA. The existing mapping paradigms in history of traditional Chinese cartography
usually focus on particular mapping intentions, such as administration, army, or
position-displaying. However, we suggest that THA maps go further to embody how
Qing’s people recognize and represent the world they lived. By analyzing maps in
THA made by the officials and the ordinary people, we can address this issue. In
addition, we probe the mapmakers through the contexts of THA. The official
mapmakers in THA are the officials and officers in the local county government. By
contrast, the vulgar maps made by ordinary people inquire of authoritative assignment,
or state their opinions in land/boundary disputes. In sum, we believe that maps
mapped between the real and imaginary world are to announce meanings as well as to

assert the land right in the property dispute.
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